Leather pouch

My Lady requested that I make her a belt pouch and so here it is. I thought that perhaps all of you might have need for a new design in a belt pouch and so I decided to share this one that I designed with you. Mind you, if you see a similar design else ware, function denotes form. I did this from scratch having only the clasp to start with and an idea of what she wanted.

You are going to need the following supplies and tools. I will try and keep this to a basic minimum. I have been doing this for some time and so may have tools that some of you might not have and are no longer available. I have the Leather Factory Buyers’ Guide next to me as I write this so that I can use the official term for a tool. I have not included a carving pattern. Those are personal and should be developed by you. Also the clasp I used was bought a very long time ago and is no longer available so you will have to come up with one and fit it to the pouch.

Supplies:

· 7-8 oz tooling leather (for the front, back and flap of the pouch)

· 4-5 oz tooling leather (for the gusset)

· A Clasp

· Artificial Sinew or Tejas Waxed Thread

· Dye, (your choice of color but I prefer an oil dye)

· Super Sheen

Tools:

· Round Knife, Head Knife or some other cutting tool to cut the leather to shape

· Common Edge Beveller #3

· Adjustable Stitching Groover 

· Overstitch Spacer- Size 5/inch

· Punch-00 (1/16” hole)

· “V” Gouge (Optional)

· Edge Slicker or other means to finish edges

· Stitching Needles

1. Trace the pattern on to the flesh side of your 7-8 oz leather. The patterns are included on the web page in jpeg format. There are some dimensions shown on the pictures that you should try and match when you print them out. The key dimension is the width of the flap at the top witch is 6”. Everything is based off that measurement. So if you want a pouch of a different size, then that is where you make the change and then print everything accordingly. 

2. Bevel the edges using a #3 Common Edge Beveller. Remember to bevel both sides of the leather.

3. If you are going to do decorative carving on the leather, now is the time to do so. In designing your decoration take in to consideration the placement of your clasp.

4. Using an Adjustable Stitching Groover, cut a stitching groove approximately 3/16” on the top edge of the flap, round the sides and bottom of the front, and round the sides and bottom of the back to match the front. One last groove should be cut at the small loop end of the back piece. 

5. Mark on the back where the flap attaches and where the loop folds down to attach on to the back.

6. Using an Overstitch Spacer- Size 5/inch, mark in the stitching grooves where to punch the sewing holes. Count the number of holes on the flap and use the Overstitch Spacer to mark the same number of holes onto the back where the flap attaches. Do the same for where the loop attaches to the back. Also, the number of holes for the gusset on the front sides and the number holes for the gusset on the back sides should be the same.

7. As an option, you can cut two grooves using the “V” Gouge on the flap where marked on the flesh side of the leather to help the leather fold there. This will give you a squared off top to your pouch. 

8. Punch all the holes you marked using a 00 punch (1/16”). 

9. If you have not yet dyed you leather as part of your decoration, now is the time to do so. Assuming of course that you intend on dying it at all. While the flap is wet from dying and if you cut the “V” groove, fold the leather along the grooves and let set.

10. Cut a 2½ strip of 4-5 oz leather long enough to be the gusset for your pouch. The easiest way to do that is to use tape measure to go around the out side of the pouch were the gusset is going to go. Don’t worry about being exact; just be sure it is longer than you need. I cut mine to be 19” and only needed about 18”.

11. Once you have your strip, use the Adjustable Stitching Groover to cut a stitching groove both long edges of the strip. Count the number of holes you punched on the front piece for the gusset and using the Overstitch Spacer, mark that many holes in the stitching grooves on both sides of the strip. Start the marking from the same end on both sides. This will keep things even. 

12. Punch holes where you marked them using a 00 punch. Trim off any extra leather and dye as needed.

13. Apply Super Sheen to your pieces and let dry.

14. Install your clasp now and test.

15 Using a saddle stitch, stitch the flap to the back.

16 Using a saddle stitch, stitch the belt loop in place. (There should be some pictures on the web page showing you what this should look like.)

17. Placing tooling side of gusset to the tooling side of the back piece, use a saddle stitch to stitch them together. As you continue around the sides to the bottom the gusset will fold up and away from the back.

18. Stitch the front to the gusset placing the tooling side of the gusset to the flesh side of the front using a saddle stitch. This is the hardest part of the stitching as the front closes making finding the punched holes a challenge. 

19. You should now be done.

